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NOTICE OF MEETING
CITY COUNCIL AGENDA
MONDAY, July 27, 2009 @ 4:00 PM
City Council Chambers
504 N. Queen Street
PALESTINE, TEXAS

The City Council may meet in Closed Session regarding any item on this agenda if necessary, as permitted
by Subchapter D of Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code.

WORKSESSION - 4:00

1)

Discussion of Amendments to Current Health Insurance Plan
a) Dependent Child(ren) Definition
b) HIPAA Opt-Out

c) Deductible Carry-Forward Provision
d) Disease Management Program
e) Co-Insurance Maximums Per Calendar Year

Discussion of Zone Change at Texas State Railroad Park

Discussion of Specific Use Permit for Texas State Railroad Park
Discussion of Zone Change on Gardner Drive

Discussion of Water Treatment Plant TCEQ Inspection Enforcement Action
Discussion of Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year 2008-09

Discussion of Refund for Overpayment of Utility Bill

Discussion of an On-Street Parking Schedule for the Downtown Area
Discussion of Farmer’s Market

REGULAR MEETING — 5:30

A

B.

CALL TO ORDER

INVOCATION and PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Invocation followed by Pledge of Allegiance

PUBLIC COMMENTS, PUBLIC RECOGNITION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PUBLIC HEARINGS

1)
2)

3)

Public Hearing on Zone Change from RE (Residential Estate) to C-3 (General Retail
Commercial District) located at the Texas State Railroad Park

Public Hearing on a Specific Use Permit Application to Allow Outdoor Commercial
Amusement at the Texas State Railroad Park

Public Hearing on Zone Change from MF-1 (Multi-Family Low Density District) to C-3
(General Retail Commercial District) on a .150 acre tract in Volume 1870, Page 661, a
1.2 Acre Tract in Volume 2124, Page 573 (804 Gardner Drive), part of a .644 Acre Tract
in Volume 1870, Page 661 (802 Gardner Drive), and part of a 2 Acre Tract in Volume
879, Page 908 of the Anderson County Deed Records (927 Gardner Drive)

MAYOR'S REPORT

1)

Trip to TSTC in Marshall



F. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT
1) Report of City Attorney Fees
2) Departmental Reports
a) Main Street

G. CONSENT AGENDA
1) Consider a Resolution Adopting a Water Conservation Plan
2) Consider an Ordinance Approving a Negotiated Resolution between the Atmos Cities
Steering Committee and Atmos Energy Corporation, Mid-Tex Division regarding the
Company’s Rate Review Mechanism Filing in all Cities Exercising Original Jurisdiction
3) Minutes of the Worksession and Regular Meeting of June 8, 2009

H. REGULAR AGENDA
1) Consider Amendments to Current Health Insurance Plan
a) Dependent Child(ren) Definition
b) HIPAA Opt-Out

c) Deductible Carry-Forward Provision
d) Disease Management Program
e) Co-Insurance Maximums per Calendar Year

2) Consider an Ordinance Granting a Zone Change from RE (Residential Estate) to C-3
(General Retail Commercial District) located at the Texas State Railroad Park

3) Consider an Ordinance Granting a Specific Use Permit to Allow Outdoor Commercial
Amusement at the Texas State Railroad Park (Approximately 2.3 Miles East of the
Intersection of Highway 84 and Loop 256

4) Consider an Ordinance Granting a Zone Change from MF-1 (Multi-Family Low Density
District) to C-3 (General Retail Commercial District) ona .150 acre tract in Volume 1870,
Page 661, a 1.2 Acre Tract in Volume 2124, Page 573 (804 Gardner Drive), part of a
.644 Acre Tract in Volume 1870, Page 661 (802 Gardner Drive), and part of a 2 Acre
Tract in Volume 879, Page 908 of the Anderson County Deed Records (927 Gardner
Drive)

5) Consider Authorizing the City Manager to Execute an Agreed Order with TCEQ in the
Amount of $13,275.00

6) Consider an Ordinance Approving Budget Amendments for Fiscal Year 2008-09

7) Consider Authorizing Refund for Overpayment of Utility Bill

8) Consider an Ordinance Adopting a Schedule of On-Street Parking for the Downtown
Area

I ITEMS FROM COUNCIL

1) Upcoming Activities and Report on Attendance at Texas State Railroad
2) East Texas Council of Governments Meeting Update
l. ADJOURNMENT
CERTIFICATION

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that this Notice of Meeting was posted on the outdoor bulletin board at the main
entrance to City Hall, 504 N. Queen Street, Palestine, Texas, on the following date and time:

July 24,2000t A'4A um @ewudu/ UL LU AMA”

LLE WILLIAMS, CITY SECRETARY
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act e City of Palestine will provide for reasonable
accommodations for persons attending City Council meetings. Requests for accommodations or interpretive services
must be made 48 hours prior to the meetings. Please contact the City Secretary's office for further information at 903-
731-8414.




City Council
City of Palestine, Texas
Agenda Action Form

AGENDA DATE: | July 27.2009 | AGENDA ITEM | D-1

AGENDA A public hearing for a zoning change from RE Residential Estate to C-3 General Retail Commercial District
SUBJECT: located at the Texas State Railroad Park (approximately 2.3 miles east of the intersection of the intersection of
Highway 84 and Loop 256) also including the railroad track right-of-way from the Railroad Park property to

Loop 256.
PREPARED | Jeffrey Lyons Date Submitted: July 22, 2009
BY:
EXHIBITS: I Zoning/location map/ Planning and Zoning Commission final report
BUDGETARY IMPACT: $00.00
L $00.00
Appropriation Re uu’ed' 1 $00.00
CITY MANAGER APPROVAL: | /% 7 7;,;170 g
7/ 4 [4
SUMMARY:

The City of Palestine annexed the Texas State Railroad Park along with the railroad track right-of-way from the Park to the east edge
of Loop 256 in December of 2007. The Park property and railroad right-of-way are temporarily zoned RE Residential Estate District
until zoning is permanently established by the City Council. The subject property is approximately 60 acres. Section 20.16 of the
Palestine Zoning Ordinance states *All territory hereafter annexed to the City of Palestine shall be temporarily classified as RE
(Residential Estate), until permanent zoning is established by the City Council of the City of Palestine.”

The Texas State Railroad Park is currcntfy served with City utilities including a 6-inch sanitary sewer line and a 6-inch water line.
However, upgrades may need to be made in the fiture depeﬂdmg on future growth and demands. The Park also has adequate road
access to support commercial activities. U.S. Htghway 84 13 mamtamsd\by the State and has a.ppmx:mately 70-foot of right-of-way.

The Texas State Railroad is currently owned by the Texas State Raﬂmad Authorwy and the day-to-day operations are managed by
the American Heritage Railroad Company. The City recognizes that the Railroad Park is an important part of the East Texas tourism
industry and a vital asset to the City of Palestine. The Park currently hosts many events throughout the year and attracts both local
and out of state visitors. The growth of the tourism industry including attracting more people to the Texas State Railroad could lead
to more activities offered at the Park including a hotel, restaurant, etc. Recognizing the potential growth of the Texas State Railroad,
Staff is proposing zoning the property to C-3, General Retail Commercial District; however a specific use permit is required in the
C-3 district to allow outdoor commercial amusement. Staff will be presenting the Council with a specific use permit request once the
zoning change has been granted.

On the July 9, 2009 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, the Commission adopted a final report recommending a zoning
change from RE Residential Estate to C-3 General Retail Commercial District located at the Texas State Railroad Park as described
in “Exhibit A” and a specific use permit to allow outdoor commercial amusement outdoor commercial amusement, train rides,
camping/ recreational vehicle spaces and outdoor special events throughout the year.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

No action required.




CITY OF PALESTINE
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION CORRESPONDENCE

TO: CITY COUNCIL
FROM: PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

SUBJECT: FINAL REPORT: A ZONING CHANGE FROM RE RESIDENTIAL ESTATE TO C-3
GENERAL RETAIL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT LOCATED AT THE TEXAS STATE
RAILROAD PARK AND A SPECIFIC USE PERMIT TO ALLOW OUTDOOR
COMMERCIAL AMUSEMENT AT THE TEXAS STATE RAILROAD PARK.

DATE: JULY 9, 2009

This report constitutes the final recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission regarding a
zoning change request from RE Residential Estate to C-3 General Retail Commercial District located at the
Texas State Railroad Park (approximately 2.3 miles east of the intersection of the intersection of Highway
84 and Loop 256) also including the railroad track right-of-way from the Railroad Park property to Loop
256 and a specific use permit for outdoor commercial amusement.

Background

The City of Palestine annexed the Texas State Railroad Park along with the railroad track right-of-way
from the Park to the east edge of Loop 256 in December of 2007. The Park property and railroad right-of-
way are temporarily zoned RE Residential Estate District until zoning is permanently established by the
City Council. The subject property is approximately 60 acres. Section 20.16 of the Palestine Zoning
Ordinance states “All territory hereafter annexed to the City of Palestine shall be temporarily classified as
RE (Residential Estate), until permanent zoning is established by the City Council of the City of Palestine.”

The Texas State Railroad is currently owned by the Texas State Railroad Authority and the day-to-day
operations are managed by the American Heritage Railroad Company. The City recognizes that the
Railroad Park is an important part of the East Texas tourism industry and a vital asset to the City of
Palestine. The Park currently hosts many events throughout the year and attracts both local and out of state
visitors. The growth of the tourism industry including attracting more people to the Texas State Railroad
could lead to more activities offered at the Park including a hotel, restaurant, etc. Recognizing the potential
growth of the Texas State Railroad, Staff is proposing zoning the property to C-3, General Retail
Commercial District with a specific use permit to allow outdoor commercial amusement.

Final Recommendation

At the July 9, 2009 Planning and Zoning Commission meeting, the Commission heard a presentation from
City Staff regarding the zoning change request. After a lengthy discussion, the Commission recommended
to change the zoning from RE Residential Estate to C-3 General Retail Commercial District and
recommended a specific use permit for outdoor commercial amusement to include train rides, camping/
recreational vehicle spaces and outdoor special events throughout the year located at the Texas State
Railroad Park.



